BUS

Wednesday, February 1, 1984

®lobe-Bemocral

Paul Rodgers sells new
airline while promoting
aviation industry here

By Ted Schafers
Globe-Democrat Senior Editor

here have been a number of
pecple who through the years
have cosiribuied greatly io the
development of airline {ransporiation
far St. Louis, but probably no one
more deserves the title of “Mr.
Aviation" here ihan Paul J. Rodgers,
chairman and chief executive officer
of Afr 1 Inc.
Rodgers, now 85, has accumulated
m than 48 years of service in the
alrline industry. In 1945 he joined
Trans World Airiines’ International
Division in New Yeork, following
World War II service overseas with
the Military Alr Transpori Command,
where bis job had been fo help set up
%@y routes in Europe, Asia and
ca.

A chance to be part of a new airline
iured him back to St. Louis in 1947
Here he worked with Ofiver L. Parks
(founder of Parks Air College) whe
had woa government approval io start
asma&lshlme between St. Louis and

However, another group of
businessmen, inciuding the late Barak
T. Mattingly, attorney and Republican

Air 1 Chairman F'aul J. Rodgers and one of Air 1's jetliners

“Mr. Aviation” of St. Louis building Air 1

power, had the same idea. They
organized Ozark Air Lines about the
same lime and began competing for
federal permission to fly the same
routes, This resulted in some hinis
from federal aviation officials thal the

in thai airfine’s success over the next
32 years.

THREE YEARS AGO Iast Sept. 30,
Rogers refired as Ozark's vice
president of marketing and public
relations fo begin the long and
sometimes frusirating batiie o
develop an enfirely new concept in
commercial aviation with Air 1. This
was to provide first class service at
coach fare prices.

“Sometimes my friends think I
should have signed in as a patient at
Bellevue, after hearing about our
trials and tribalations during the first
two years trying fo get this airline
started. Yet every vear in aviation
here has been a tremendously
rewarding experience and it still is,”
hesaid,

Fourteen years ogo, whes ihe
American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astrenautics honored Rodgers for
some 22 years of “notable
contributions to airline service in the
St. Louis area,” it was estimated ai that
the genial St Louisan had spoken
before some 1,300 group meetings
with 8 total audience af 3 mittion
peaple.

While still a freshman 2t 5. Louis

Air 1 expands non-stop service

Air 1, the St. Louls airline which
offers first class service af coach
fares, is expanding is non-slop
service from Si. Louis o Houston on
m:smmwmm

withholding deiails of our schedule
fares and choice of airports uniil a
later date” said Mark G. Morris,

i
Two of the latest Boeing 727 jets

acquired are undergoing
recon tion to all first class
seating, and the 1984 training
classes of flight allendants and
pilots are now ready fo meet
expanded service reguirements. &
second class of altendanis will begin
;am.m late this month, Morris
“We sfill are seeking applicanis
for these and other airline positions
that will open in the
during the next iwo monihs,” he
added.

Giobe-Democrat Phoio by Bob Diaz

University, where he met Mary
Margarel, his wife of 38 years,
Rodgers won top honors for
extemperaneous public speaking. He
mever is at a loss for words when it
comes o talking about the history of
St. Louis aviation. He's siill an easy
cafch as a speaker today, especially if
he can throw in a few bouguets for Air
i, Asked what his public appearances
now total, he lavghed and replied:

“] THINE THE MEETING count
now is more than 1,900 and, if I keep
up the preseat pace, it will pass the
2,800 mark sometime this year, I gave
up trying fo keep a cumulative
audience count long ago.”

The walls of his Air 1 office at 4433
Woadson Rd. are covered witk
momendos and awards from other
airlines and indusiry associations. He
especially treasures a siver fray
presented by tae Interline Assoeiation
in 1960, which represents some 20
airlines worldwide, It is considered
the "Osecar"” of the industry,

“i guess Charles A. Lin first
aroused my interestin " hesaid.

Years later, Rodgers was to lead a
successiul 10-year fight to have the
only replica of Lindbergh’s Ryaa

“Spirit of St. Louis™ hung in
the Intersational Wing of Lambert St.
Yo Satérmational 1

WHEN RODGERS JOINED Cuzark,

the newly formed airiine had just four

Continwed on Page 2B
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“Mr. _Awiafi,gn.” at the cnntrb'ls,
as Air 1increases altitude

_ Continued from Page 18
D36 — & from Parks. Today
It operates 45 jets to 60 clties, Total
employment (he first year was 40; now
s 4,000,
Asked why he woold leave the
-pelative sscurity of & saccessiol
airlise (o cost his ot with Alr 1, he

“There's aiready room for

im in this busipess. 1 felt

shortest retirements [ Ozark history.
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Apparently iike Hodgeﬂ. me
sharebplders (el (han an elrine
offering Nest clnas nmfh:a Bl cosch

. prices merited thelr suppon.
THE RODGERS FAMILY of one |

daughier and four sons certaloly Is

alrline oriented. Daughter, Mary |

Patricla, s & TWA reservations agent
of Norhweit Plaz; Poul Jr. fies for
Western Alrlings and wes part of the
cockpit crew that brought in that

' airtine’s first Salt Lake City-St. Lous

“Tat only reasonm my wile has

accumiialed fewer air miles than [

bave 8 bocause she won't gp on
besiness tripy anymone’ where we
coma himme the same iy wh et ”

said be ndded with
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ABOUT THE ONLY TIME

‘Rodper’s smile-creassd i
8 frown is when he talks of the trips bt
bad. fo make aroiod the world_fe:
-obinin’ the fuids nesded (o bay the
' and set up ® fomctioning
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